
 

December 1, 2022 

Dear St. Marys City Commission Members: 

It has come to our attention that the St. Marys City Commission is considering a vote against renewing 
the Pottawatomie Wabaunsee Regional Library lease for the facility the library currently occupies 
because the commission believes that the library collection contains “socially divisive” content. The 
Kansas Library Association Executive Committee strongly encourages the commission to renew the lease 
and to allow the library to continue to serve the entire community.  

The American Library Association Bill of Rights, first adopted in 1939, asserts that “books and other 
library resources should be provided for the interest, information, and enlightenment of all people of 
the community the library serves,” and that “[m]aterials should not be excluded because of the origin, 
background, or views of those contributing to their creation.” In fact, that is the whole point of public 
libraries: to contain information for all people of the community. Because of that, public libraries 
appoint boards that create, review, and update collection policies that guide the purchase of materials. 

It is true that libraries contain items that some members of the community would not purchase for their 
private collections and that might make some members of the community uncomfortable. Let us assure 
you that the intent is not to agitate or annoy. Rather, we acknowledge that for the collections that 
belong to all of us, like our roads and other public services, we have an obligation to consider the needs 
of all the members of our community, the ones in the center of town and those on the edges. 

When members of the community acting on their own or through their official roles determine that 
materials in a library collection are unacceptable, they are engaging in censorship. First and foremost, 
censorship is a rejection of the most fundamental premise of democracy: that the members of the 
community are capable of making decisions for themselves. In the marketplace of ideas that the library 
represents, we believe that the competition of ideas will elevate the information that is most important 
to the community. Furthermore, censoring materials often creates a false value by inadvertently 
increasing the worth of the censored material by increasing its scarcity.  

It is that marketplace that Oliver Wendell Holmes was thinking about when he asserted that it is “the 
theory of our Constitution” that the best test of truth is a “free trade of ideas” (Abrams v. United States, 
1919). A decade later (United States v. Schwimmer, 1929), Holmes reminds us that we need no 
protection for the words with which we agree: “[I]f there is any principle of the Constitution that more 
imperatively calls for attachment than any other,” wrote Holmes, “it is the principle of free thought – 
not free thought for those who agree with us but freedom for the thought that we hate.” Please 
reconsider your censorship. The stories across the nation as this issue became public have reminded us 
that the St. Marys library, the building, the collection, the services have been essential to the people of 
St. Marys for years, for generations. Let them continue to serve this generation and those who follow. 

Sincerely,  

Kansas Library Association Board & Intellectual Freedom Committee of KLA 


