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May 2, 2016 

 

Dr. Jeremy Olson 

Superintendent 

Henning School District 

500 School Ave 

Henning, MN 56551 

 

Dear Dr. Olson and Members of the Henning School Board, 

 

I am writing on behalf of the American Library Association’s Office for Intellectual Freedom to express our deep 

concern about the recent decision to remove the graphic novel This One Summer from the shelves of the school 

library. 

 

This One Summer is a critically acclaimed New York Times bestselling graphic novel that has been named a 

Caldecott Honor Book for illustration and a Michael A. Printz Honor Book for outstanding teen book in 2015. 

Booklist’s starred review calls it “wistful, touching, and perfectly bittersweet.” Kirkus Reviews, in its starred 

review, says “Jillian and Mariko Tamaki skillfully portray the emotional ups and downs of a girl on the cusp of 

adolescence in this eloquent graphic novel” and says that "[i]t is “keenly observed and gorgeously illustrated – a 

triumph.”  

 

While the book may be above the maturity and reading level of elementary school students, its value for young 

adults at the high school level has been recognized by leading professionals. Like any book in the school library, 

This One Summer may not be right for every student in the Henning schools.  Not all students will be ready for – 

or interested in – reading this book. But the school library in particular has a responsibility to meet the varied 

interests, abilities, and maturity levels of all pupils served by the school libraries in Henning.  Some pupils will be 

interested in and developmentally ready to read this book; those students’ rights to borrow and access it should 

not be denied due to the objections of one parent in the district.   

 

Preserving students' right to access books like This One Summer is especially crucial if the school library is to 

serve its role in encouraging a lifelong love for reading.  School libraries serve to encourage and support literacy 

by offering students the opportunity to read and explore ideas independently.  Independent reading is a vital part 

of the learning process, and should be preserved without any restrictions, as it allows for choice and exploration 

beyond the curriculum.  A broad range of materials in the school library can introduce students to the joys of 

recreational reading, help encourage reluctant readers to improve their skills, and provide a place where students 

may further explore classroom subjects and issues that concern them.   

 

Moreover decisions about the availability of materials in the school library – including removing or restricting 

students' access to books – should be done according to written selection and reconsideration policies.  Such 

policies and procedures are vital to preserving free inquiry and the First Amendment right to read within the 

school and its library.  They establish a framework for registering a complaint and provide for a hearing so that all 

sides may be heard.  Further, they offer important procedural and substantive protections for the student's right to 

access materials, the faculty's integrity and professional responsibilities, and the principles of free speech and 

freedom of information.  Most importantly, written selection and reconsideration policies prevent anyone from 

subjectively blocking all students from access to materials simply because he or she does not like them. 
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Under the best professional standards, selection and review policies ask board members and faculty to set aside 

their personal beliefs and evaluate the work in light of the objective educational standards outlined in the district's 

curriculum development policy.   Passages or parts of the work are not to be considered out of context, and the 

work's value should be weighed based on the reviewer's evaluation of the work as a whole.  Challenged materials 

should not be removed from the library except upon the recommendation of the reconsideration committee or 

upon formal action of the school board after thorough review and all perspectives are considered. 

 

Because the decision to remove This One Summer from the school library was made unilaterally, the students, 

parents and faculty affected by the decision were never given the opportunity for a fair hearing to voice their 

views or raise their concerns.  In addition, the Supreme Court and other federal courts have concluded that the 

First Amendment imposes limitations upon the discretion of school officials to remove library books from school 

libraries when the motivation for removing the book is disapproval of the social perspectives, political ideas or 

opinions expressed in the book. See Board of Educ. v. Pico, 457 U.S. 853 (1982) and Case v. Unified School 

District No. 233, 908 F. Supp. 864 (1995).  Written policies and procedures serve to assure that all are provided 

due process and that no book is removed in violation of the First Amendment. 

 

Any decision on whether to limit a student's access to materials is most appropriately made by a student's parents, 

who are best equipped to know and understand their child’s intellectual and emotional development.  But those 

parents should not be given the power to restrict other students' ability to read and learn from the book.  

 

For this reason, we strongly encourage you to "reset the clock," and initiate a reconsideration procedure for This 

One Summer that will provide all parties with a fair opportunity to have their concerns heard and allow for 

evaluation of the book.  A sample procedure is enclosed. By doing so, you will send a powerful message to 

students that, in this country, they have the responsibility and the right to think critically about what they read, 

rather than allowing others to think for them. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

  
James LaRue 

Director 

American Library Association 

Office for Intellectual Freedom 
 
 
 
 


