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October 16, 2013 
 
Dr. George Straface 
Superintendent 
Alamogordo Public Schools  
1211 Hawaii Ave 
Alamogordo, NM 88310 
 
FAX:  575.812.6003 
  
Dear Dr. Straface, 
 
I am writing to you on behalf of the American Library Association’s Office for 
Intellectual Freedom.  I wish to express our deep concern regarding the request to 
remove award-winning author Neil Gaiman's well-reviewed fantasy adventure novel 
Neverwhere from the classrooms and the school library of Alamogordo High School.    
 
From press reports, we understand that you have removed Neverwhere from the school's 
classrooms and libraries during the review of the request to remove the book from 
school.  We strongly encourage you to revisit your decision and restore students' ability 
to read Neverwhere in the classroom and in the school library pending its review, and to 
retain the book permanently for both curriculum use and independent reading.    
 
On its publication in 1997, Neverwhere received a starred review from Kirkus Reviews, 
was earmarked as a top choice for teenagers’ personal reading by the Booklist Books for 
Youth editorial staff, and was recommended as a top pick for teen fantasy readers by 
the Young Adult Library Services Association.  A fantastical tale about one man's 
adventures in an alternative London "below," Neverwhere has been praised as 
"consistently witty, suspenseful, and hair-raisingly imaginative" and compared to 
Spencer's Fairie Queene in its use of folk and mythic elements.  While the novel does 
include a brief passing scene with mildly mature content, the novel as a whole is neither 
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titillating nor pornographic, and has been consistently recommended as a top reading 
choice for adolescent readers.   As your own policies emphasize, "Resources shall be 
recommended for their strengths rather than rejected for their weaknesses, and shall be 
judged as a whole."  [Regulation I-5811, p. 639] 
 
Like any book, Neverwhere may not be right for every student attending Alamogordo 
High School.  Not every reader will be ready for – or interested in – reading this novel.  
But books provided for supplemental reading in the classroom or the school library 
should accommodate and serve the varied interests, abilities, and maturity levels of all 
pupils served by Alamogordo schools.  Some students will be interested in and mature 
enough for Neverwhere, and those students’ rights to access Neverwhere should not be 
denied due to the objections of a single parent or community member in the district. 
 
The request to remove Neverwhere from the library and classrooms of Alamogordo High 
School represents an anti-democratic effort to suppress ideas and viewpoints deemed 
by one person to be uncomfortable or offensive. Denying students access to information 
on such grounds not only undermines our democratic traditions, it also undermines the 
teachers' and librarians' mission to help students broaden their thinking, acquire 
essential coping and problem-solving skills, and develop a love for reading that will 
enrich their lives long after they graduate from Alamogordo High School.   
 
Given the diverse constituencies all schools serve, collections in school and classroom 
libraries should represent a broad range of ideas and views and meet the needs of 
everyone in the school community – not just the most vocal, the most powerful, or even 
the majority.  While parents may rightfully voice their concerns and select different 
reading materials for themselves and their children, those objecting to particular books 
should not be given the power to restrict other users’ rights of access to the material.  If 
parents think a particular book is not suitable for their child, the remedy – as set forth in 
the policies of Alamogordo Public Schools – is to allow the parent to select an 
alternative book for their child.  They should not be allowed impose their beliefs on 
other people’s children. 
 
We urge that you be guided by the U.S. Supreme Court's ruling in Board of Education v. 
Pico, 457 U.S. 853 (1982) , which held that public school officials may not remove books 
from school library shelves simply because of their disagreement with the views or 
ideas expressed in the books.  In Pico, the U.S. Supreme Court stated that "First 
Amendment rights, applied in light of the special characteristics of the school 
environment, are available to students."  The court further held that such rights should 
be vigorously enforced in the context of the school library and its regime of voluntary 
inquiry, where "students must always remain free to inquire, to study and to evaluate." 



 

 
It is through reading that young people can encounter the world and meet people living 
different lives, understand different values and experiences, and even find friends 
whose lives and words reassure the young person that he or she is not alone in their 
experience of the world.  By preserving students' freedom to explore diverse ideas, we 
help them develop into thoughtful citizens who are individuals capable of independent 
thought. 
 
Given that Neverwhere has been made available to the students of Alamogordo High 
School without controversy since 2004, we encourage you to return the book to the 
classrooms and the school library shelves until a reconsideration committee has had an 
opportunity to review the book, in accordance with the best professional practices for 
the reconsideration of reading materials.   
 
We further encourage you to reaffirm the importance and value of the freedom to read 
by permanently retaining Neverwhere in the classrooms and library of Alamogordo High 
School.  By retaining Neverwhere as an option for classroom instruction and an 
independent reading choice, you can send a powerful message to your students – that, 
in this country, they have the right to read what they choose and the responsibility to 
think critically about what they read, rather than allowing others to think for them. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Barbara M. Jones 
Director 
American Library Association 
Office for Intellectual Freedom 
 
 
CC:  Alamogordo Board of Education  
  Dr. Alan Rickman, President 
  David Weaver, Vice President 
  Steve Jaszai, Secretary 
  David Borunda 
  David Ceballes 
  Lt. Col. Cory Bennett  
  
 


