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September 23, 2013 
 
Tommy McDonald 
Chairperson, Board of Education 
Randolph County School System 
2222-C South Fayetteville Street 
Asheboro, NC  27205 
 
FAX:  336-318-6155 
  
Dear Mr. McDonald,   
 
I am writing to you and to the members of the Randolph County School System Board 
of Education on behalf of the American Library Association’s Office for Intellectual 
Freedom.  I wish to express our deep concern regarding the school board's decision to 
remove Ralph Ellison's classic, well-reviewed novel Invisible Man from Randolph 
County School System libraries despite recommendations by the school media advisory 
committee and the district media advisory committee to retain the book for use within 
the school system.   
 
We understand that the school board will meet on September 25 to reconsider the 
committees' recommendation that the Randolph County School System retain Invisible 
Man both as an independent reading choice in the library and as a work of literature for 
instructional use.  We strongly encourage the school board to revisit its decision during 
that discussion and restore The Invisible Man for instructional use and as an independent 
reading choice in the school library.  
 
Like any book in a library, The Invisible Man may not be right for every student or every 
reader residing within the Randolph County School System.  Not all students will be 
ready for – or interested in – reading the book.  But the school library and other reading 
opportunities offered throughout the instructional program should accommodate and 
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serve the varied interests, abilities, and maturity levels of all pupils served by RCS 
schools.  Some pupils will be interested in and mature enough for this book, and those 
students’ rights to access Invisible Man should not be denied due to the objections of a 
parent or community member in the district. 
 
We urge that you be guided by the U.S. Supreme Court, who held that public school 
officials may not remove books from school library shelves simply because of their 
disagreement with the views or ideas expressed in the books.  In Board of Education v. 
Pico, 457 U.S. 853 (1982), the U.S. Supreme Court stated that "First Amendment rights, 
applied in light of the special characteristics of the school environment, are available to 
students."  The court went on to observe that such rights should be vigorously enforced 
in the context of the school library and its regime of voluntary inquiry, where "students 
must always remain free to inquire, to study and to evaluate." 
 
The school library supports literacy and learning by offering students the opportunity 
to read and explore ideas independently.  Independent reading is a vital part of the 
learning process, and should be preserved without any restrictions, as it allows for 
choice and exploration beyond the curriculum.  A broad range of materials in the school 
library can introduce students to the joys of recreational reading, help encourage 
reluctant readers to improve their skills, and provide a place where students may 
further explore classroom subjects and issues that concern them.   
 
Moreover, it is through reading that young people can encounter the world and meet 
people living different lives, understand different values and experiences, and even find 
friends whose lives and words reassure the young person that he or she is not alone in 
their experience of the world.  By preserving students' freedom to explore diverse ideas, 
we help them develop into thoughtful citizens who are individuals capable of 
independent thought. 
 
Given the diverse constituencies all schools serve, school libraries should represent a 
broad range of views in their collections and to meet the needs of everyone in the 
communities they serve – not just the most vocal, the most powerful, or even the 
majority.  While parents and community members may rightfully voice their concerns 
and select different materials for themselves and their children, those objecting to 
particular books should not be given the power to restrict other users’ rights of access to 
the material.  If parents think a particular book is not suitable for their child, they 
should guide their children to other books.  They should not impose their beliefs on 
other people’s children. 
 



 

We strongly urge that you and the other Board members take advantage of the 
opportunity to reaffirm the importance and value of the freedom to read by 
reconsidering your decision to remove Invisible Man from the RCS school libraries and 
reading lists. By allowing students the ability to choose Invisible Man as an independent 
reading choice, you can send a powerful message to your students – that, in this 
country, they have the right to read what they choose and the responsibility to think 
critically about what they read, rather than allowing others to think for them. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Barbara M. Jones 
Director 
American Library Association 
Office for Intellectual Freedom 
 
 
CC:  Emily T. Coltrane, Vice-Chairperson 
 Tracy Boyles 
 Gary Cook 
 Todd Cutler 
 Matthew Lambeth 
 Gary Mason 
 Stephen Gainey, Superintendent  
 Catherine Berry, Assistant Superintendent 
 


