
STATE OF THE STATES:
TEXAS

COURTNEY KINCAID



KATYISD: THE HATE U GIVE

The local 

policy has 

been revised 

and passed 

by board.  

(see next slide)





A parental 

permission 

form is now 

required for 

YA materials.  

(see slide)



TEMPLE LIBRARY: LGBT DISPLAY

• State Rep. Hugh Shine, R-Temple weighed in on 

the issue in a statement Tuesday. He said if he 

were on the Temple City Council, he would 

have insisted on immediate removal of the 

LBGTQ display. “I do not support the display, 

which is contrary to Central Texas' foundation of 

faith and family,” he said. “I understand the City 

of Temple is developing a policy initiative that 

will address this issue. My hopes are that the 

policy will reflect the Christian principles, values, 

and virtues of our community and permanently 

prevent such displays in the future."

Temple Library had a Gay Pride Month display in June 2017 that included LGBT 

information, discussion points and definitions.

About 100 people turned out Tuesday morning for a meeting of the Temple Library 

Board as city officials formulate a policy on displays at the library.

The group Concerned Christian Citizens opposes displays such as the one in June 2017.



BIRDVILLE ISD: THIRTEEN 
REASONS WHY

• A parent of a middle school student in 
Birdville ISD (North Richland Hills, TX) asked to 
pull the book “Thirteen Reasons Why.”

• A committee decided that the book will 
stay but can be checked out only by 
parental permission.

• The parent appealed.

• The school is considering removing it from 
high schools as well.

• I will ask for help from committee because 
this is the city in which I work.



BIRDVILLE ISD: THIRTEEN 
REASONS WHY

• Here is what I’ve learned so far:

• Early February the Birdville ISD Director of Digital Learning sent the 
following email to all secondary librarians:

District leadership has asked me to advise you that the book 13 Reasons Why 
may stay in our libraries, but students must have parent permission to check it 
out.  Also, please let me know if you have the book Go Ask Alice in your 
collection.

• This directive came from the Superintendent, Deputy 
Superintendent, and the Associate Superintendent for Human 
Resources, Governance and Support Services.

• Will follow up for more information.



TEXAS LIBRARY ASSOCIATION’S 
CONFERENCE

• Sessions sponsored by IFC:

• Intellectual Freedom Challenges Across Library Types (with ALA OIF)

• Minors’ Rights and Their First Amendment (with ALA OIF)

• Booktalking Challenging Books

• Author, Please Come!  Never Mind.  Please Don’t. 

(If you have any ideas for questions to ask these disinvited authors 

please send them to me!)


